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MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM 

SWEETWATER PHASE III TRAIL PROJECT  
 
Mitigation measures have been identified in the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Sweetwater 
Phase III Trail Project to reduce or eliminate potential environmental impacts. The County of San 
Diego (County) is required to implement all adopted mitigation measures. In order to ensure 
compliance, the following mitigation monitoring program has been formulated. This program 
consists of a checklist followed by a detailed description of the mitigation measures. 
 
These improvements will benefit the public by creating recreational opportunities in the 
unincorporated community of Bonita. 
 
A mitigation checklist has been prepared for the project. Table 1 summarizes the mitigation 
measures for the Sweetwater Phase III Trail Project. Information contained within the checklist 
clearly identifies the mitigation measure, delineates the monitoring schedule, and defines the 
conditions required to verify compliance. Following is an explanation of the seven columns that 
constitute the checklist. 
 
Column 1 Mitigation Measure: An inventory of each mitigation measure is provided with a 

brief description. 
 
Column 2 Type: Each mitigation measure is classified as Project Design Mitigation (PD), 

Ongoing Mitigation (OM), or Long-Term Mitigation (LT) based upon the following 
definitions: 

 
  --- Project Design Mitigation - mitigation that has been incorporated into the 

project design (e.g., dust control measures, traffic control plan, landscape 
plan); 

 
  --- Ongoing Mitigation - mitigation associated with the project over a period of 

time (e.g., success of revegetation); 
 
  --- Long-Term Mitigation - mitigation which requires monitoring over a greater 

period of time (e.g., five year revegetation monitoring program). 
 
Column 3 Monitor: Identifies the County department or other public agency that is responsible 

for determining compliance with the mitigation measure and for informing DPW 
about compliance. 

 
Column 4 Schedule: The monitoring schedule depends upon the progression of the overall 

project. Therefore, specific dates are not used within the "Schedule" column. 
Instead, scheduling describes a logical succession of events (e.g., prior to 
construction, annual) and if necessary, delineates a follow-up program. 

 
Column 5 Compliance Action: The monitor can easily determine a mitigation measure's 
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completion by referring to "Compliance Action". Upon satisfaction of the 
requirement listed in this column, the mitigation measure is considered complete. 

 
Column 6 Verification of Compliance: The monitor verifies completion of the particular 

mitigation measure by initialing and dating in this column. Where the "Schedule" 
column indicates annual or other ongoing mitigation measures, verification of 
compliance may not occur until completion of the project. Provision of all required 
signatures within the Verification of Compliance column signifies conclusion of the 
monitoring program. 

 
Column 7 Remarks: The status of ongoing and cumulative mitigation measures is to be 

documented during each visit. The space provided for remarks is obviously too 
small for the inclusion of the remarks. It is intended that this space be used to 
indicate whether there are specific comments pertaining to the status of the 
mitigation measure. If there are additional comments they are to be attached to the 
checklist. Progress reports are required for the revegetation program. Information 
provided within progress reports will be helpful in the development of future 
mitigation programs. 

 
This program is to be adopted by the lead and responsible agencies upon formulation of findings in 
order to comply with the requirements set forth by Assembly Bill 3180 (Public Resources Code 
Section 21081.6). 
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Table 1. Mitigation Measures for Sweetwater Phase III Trail Project 
 

 Mitigation Measure Type Monitor Schedule Compliance Action Verification of 
Compliance 

      Initial Date Remarks 

Biological Resources 
 Impacts southern willow riparian 

forest, southern cottonwood-willow 
riparian forest, southern willow 
scrub and coastal brackish marsh 
within the Sweetwater Onsite 
Mitigation Area (SWOMA) will be 
mitigated through restoration and 
enhancement of 0.131 acre of rogue 
trails (2:1 ratio) within the 
SWOMA. Restoration and 
enhancement will consist of trail 
closure and a replanting with native 
riparian species. 

LT DPW Project 
Biologist 

After construction Confirm the restoration or enhancement of 0.131 
acre of rogue trails within the SWOMA. 

   

 Impacts to southern willow riparian 
forest, southern cottonwood-willow 
riparian forest, southern willow 
scrub and coastal brackish marsh 
outside of the SWOMA as well as 
all temporary impacts (inside and 
outside of SWOMA) will be 
mitigated through restoration and 
enhancement of 0.313 acre of rogue 
trails (1:1 ratio) either within or 
outside of the SWOMA. Restoration 
and enhancement will consist of trail 
closure and a replanting with native 
riparian species. 

PD DPW Project 
Biologist 

Prior to construction Confirm the restoration or enhancement of 0.313 
acre of rogue trails within or outside the SWOMA.. 
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Table 1 (cont.). Mitigation Measures for Sweetwater Phase III Trail Project 

 
 Mitigation Measure Type Monitor Schedule Compliance Action Verification of 

Compliance 
      Initial Date Remarks 

Biological Resources 
 Vegetation removal, grading, 

clearing, and any construction-
related activities are restricted during 
the breeding season (Feb. 1 to Sept. 
15 of any year) within 300 feet (500 
feet for raptors) of natural habitat for 
types of raptors, least Bell’s vireo, 
and other migratory birds.  To 
reduce or avoid significant direct and 
indirect impacts to nesting raptor 
species, removal of trees or other 
potential nesting sites shall be 
avoided during the raptor breeding 
season of Jan. 1 to Aug. 30. If a 
qualified biologist determines that no 
nesting birds are within 300 feet 
(500 feet for raptors), construction 
may proceed with written 
concurrence from the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
and California Department of Fish 
and Game (CDFG).  Biological 
monitoring is required during 
construction to evaluate the potential 
for indirect impacts to raptors, 
migratory birds, and other sensitive 
biological resources within 
SWOMA. 

PD DPW Project 
Biologist 

Prior to construction No preconstruction surveys are required if 
construction occurs outside the avian breeding 
season (February 1 to September 15).  No 
vegetation will be removed during the avian 
breeding season or, if infeasible, preconstruction 
surveys for nesting birds shall be conducted to 
identify active nests. If a qualified biologist 
determines that no nesting birds are within 300 feet, 
construction may proceed with written concurrence 
from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and California Department of Fish and 
Game (CDFG). Biological monitoring is required 
during construction to evaluate the potential for 
indirect impacts to raptors, migratory birds, and 
other sensitive biological resources on site. No 
additional mitigation is required if no active nests 
are identified during the pre-construction survey. 
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